
“Escaping Hard-
heartedness, Darkness, and 

Judgment Part 1”
 

John 12:37-41

 



John 11:45 – Therefore many of the Jews 
who had come to visit Mary, and had seen 
what Jesus did, put their faith in him. (NIV)

John 12:10-11 – So the chief priests made 
plans to kill Lazarus as well, for on account 
of him many of the Jews were going over to 
Jesus and putting their faith in him. (NIV)



John 12:38a – with the result that the 
word of Isaiah the prophet was 
fulfilled, which he spoke



• Isaiah 53:1
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The Context of Isaiah 6

• God commissioned Isaiah to preach his truth   
   to his wicked people.

-- Prophetic irony/sarcasm 
(“Go ahead and ruin your life!”)

-- Israel “overhears” this.

-- Testifies to the people’s wickedness/
        hardheartedness – preaching truth to 

     them hardens them.
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The Context of Isaiah 6

• God is willing to harden them because:

1. Preaching the truth to them is the only 
     way to reach any of them.

2. It righteously judges them with 
poetic 

    justice, bringing them to judge 
    themselves and making their own sin 
    its own judgment.



Isaiah 6:10 – Make the heart of this people 
calloused; make their ears dull and close their 
eyes. Otherwise they might see with their 
eyes, hear with their ears, understand with 
their hearts, and turn and be healed. (NIV)

John 12:40 – He has blinded their eyes and 
deadened their hearts, so they can neither see 
with their eyes, nor understand with their 
hearts, nor turn--and I would heal them. (NIV)



John 5:44 – How can you believe, 
when you receive glory from one 
another and do not seek the glory 
that comes from the only God? (ESV)
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• In this context, that means that 
God 

   continues to confront us with his 
truth even 
   when we harden ourselves 
because of it.
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Main Point: God hardens those who harden themselves.

• Be ware of hardening your heart!

-- Hebrews 3:12-15 

See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, 
unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.
But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's 
deceitfulness. We have come to share in Christ if we 
hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first. 
As has just been said: "Today, if you hear his voice, do 
not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion." 
(NIV)
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Main Point: God hardens those who harden 
themselves.

• Beware of hardening your heart!

• How is your heart?

• Anything you have been disobeying God in   
   and know you need to repent of?

• Any areas of unbelief lurking about in your  
   heart?

• Have you been taking any steps away from God 
   lately?
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Main Point: God hardens those who harden 
themselves.

• Beware of hardening your heart!

• Look to Jesus to keep your heart. Pray!

• Community

• Remember that it is not on you to change 
   people’s hearts.

• Look to Jesus to soften the hearts of the 
   lost. Pray!
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